
ur newsletters often talk about 
preventive maintenance and 

refurbishment of infrastructure, and for 
good reason. Together they are arguably the 
most important aspects of providing clean 
water for thousands of people on demand, 
something that can never be taken for granted.
     “Open the tap or spigot, and it flows,” 
Commissioner Howard Abbondondelo stated. 
“Most people never give water a second 
thought. But in the Albertson Water District 
there are skilled professionals from the 
Superintendent on down working behind the 
scenes to make sure that water is always there 
for you. It’s a 24/7/365 situation. For example, 
our pumping stations are inspected visually 
every day and most parts of our distribution 
system are on a seven-year cycle.”

     The fact that 
the District’s 
infrastructure is 
in great shape is 
no accident.  “The 
Hollow Court 1.5 
million gallon 
storage tank was a 
large project that 
was completed in 
December 2017, 
and I‘m proud 
to say on time.” 
Abbondondelo added.
     The refurbishment of well #2 is in progress, 
and well #4 is slated for refurbishment in 
late Fall or early Winter 2018. Plans and 
specifications are close to finalization.
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INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE

Our long time program of meter modernization is 
approaching its last phase, right on schedule. After flushing 
of AWD hydrants is completed in June, some 800 homes will 
undergo meter change. Here are five reasons why smart 
metering makes sense.  

1 UNDISTURBED PRIVACY: Since the new electronic meters are 
read remotely, house access is virtually unnecessary.

2 ACCURATE BILLING: Estimated readings go to the old 
technology retirement 
home. Now your 
water bills are read 
with computerized 
accuracy.

3 FASTER REPAIR:  
      Our new meters 
      are data 

management systems in support of 
field service. They’re  linked to mobile 
workforce dispatching systems and they 
automatically alert/send maintenance 
crews to repair broken meters.

4 DETECT LEAKS: By deploying preset alerts 
and real time data, customer meters can make 
the District aware of possible leaks or loss of service 
faster than ever to prevent or minimize leak damage.

5 CONSERVATION: Smart Metering offers AWD customers 
the advantage of enlisting in their own water conservation 
management. Through Internet access customers can create 
charts and tables to analyze their water consumption. 

Meters Changeover Nearing Completion

Commissioner Howard Abbondondelo.

Always ask for ID!

O

Remember, if someone knocks on your door 
saying they are from the Albertson Water 
District, always ask for Identification!
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lbertson is a charter member of the Nassau Suffolk Water Commissioners’ Association 
(NSWCA), and all three Commissioners actively participate in the organization. At 
a recent NSWCA meeting New York State Senator Elaine Phillips discussed state 
measures for protecting Long Island’s drinking water. 

Commissioner Howard Abbondondelo commented, “The Albertson Water District 
is extremely vigilant in protecting our water supply from contamination, hence our 
ongoing infrastructure program. Senator Phillips discussed several topics of great 
importance to  the Albertson community. She updated us on 1,4-Dioxane, on her 
legislation to halt the renewal of permits to open the Jamaica wells, and on the 
allocation of the historic $2.5 billion in funding for clean water infrastructure and water 
quality protection.”

Commissioner Ken Vey

t’s a quote attributed to many, because so many 
have said it in so many ways. 

The value of water in today’s world cannot be underestimated. 
The AWD embraces the need for conservation and long term 
sustainability and acknowledges the NYS mandate to achieve 
safe/sustainable yield and reduce usage 15%. The single 
greatest way to conserve water is careful management of lawn 
irrigation systems. Here are some helpful tips.
  
> Observe the law:  A Nassau County Ordinance prohibits any 
lawn watering between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., since that is 
the time frame where water evaporates most quickly. Odd-
numbered homes may water only on odd-numbered days, 
and even-numbered homes may water only on 
even-numbered days.

> Leaks equate to water wasted:  Many 
underground leaks go undetected. Test 
each irrigation zone for leaks and better yet, 
have your irrigation system tested by a 
professional. 

> Don’t wait to fix a leak or damaged water line: Irrigation 
leaks create enormous amounts of water  loss and can cause 
a significant increase in your water bill. A telltale sign of a leak 
might be noticeable soggy areas of your lawn. 
> Know what you are watering:  Turn the system on during 
the day to see what you’re watering. Re-adjust sprinkler heads 
that may be spraying water onto unwanted areas such as 
sidewalks, driveways or other concrete areas.

> Using an automatic timer? Don’t just set it and forget it. Be 
sure to provide for seasonal adjustments.

> Don’t jump the gun!  FYI, firing up your lawn irrigation 
system too early while the ground is still hard can damage 
underground pipes. Mother’s Day is usually a safe target date.  

> Slow-drip irrigation systems:  These will help avoid over-
watering and save money on your water bill.

> Two inches long:  Keep your lawn approximately two inches 
long to require less water and reduce evaporation. Don’t 
overwater lawns. Most people do, and it is a waste.

Irrigation &

I

THE NEW OIL

A

Water is 
the new 
oil.

UNITED ON PROTECTING OUR WATER SUPPLY

NYS Senator Elaine Phillips and Commissioner Abbondondelo 
at a recent NSWCA meeting.2
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t’s a solemn day and a day of honor.  Memorial Day immortalizes those 
brave men and women who stood up for their country.  They are the 
ones who made the ultimate sacrifice.  Memorial Day is their day to be 
remembered and  honored. Originally called Decoration Day (from the 
tradition of decorating graves with flags, flowers and wreaths), Union 
Army General and future President of the Untied States, James A. Garfield  
observed the following on May 30, 1868 at Arlington National Cemetery.  

“We do not know one promise these men made, one pledge they gave, one word 
they spoke; but we do know they summed up and perfected, by one supreme act, 
the highest virtues of men and citizens. For love of country they accepted death, 
and thus resolved all doubts, and made immortal their patriotism and their virtue.”

The Albertson Water District salutes each and every man and woman who made 
this ultimate sacrifice in every war and conflict for our great nation.

Memorial Day
I

James Garfield, 20th President of the US.

he future has arrived! Now you can control your lawn and garden irrigation systems 
with web based software using your phone, tablet or computer…at any time…from 
anywhere in the world. New smart clocks can conserve water and save money…and 
help the AWD reach the 15% water usage reduction mandated by New York State.
 
“These mini-weather stations save water by monitoring weather and measuring 
moisture in the soil,” Commissioner Richard W. Ockovic said. ”They talk to your rain 
sensors and essentially tell your irrigation systems when to water and when not to 
water. They can be a tremendous help to conservation efforts here in Albertson and 
across Long Island.”
 
The advantages are many:
 n Easy to use
 n Saves time
 n Saves money
 n Reduce service calls
 n Optional flow meters discover abnormal zone usage
 
Talk to your lawn and irrigation specialists. The new technology and water clocks will 
change the way you look at water usage.  It’s just a matter of time.

As part of a broad effort to 
conserve, protect and manage 
our sole source aquifer, a recent 
Nassau County ordinance 
established guidelines (and 
fines) for illegal use of automatic 
landscape irrigation systems as 
well as fire hydrants:
 
“Any persons, association or 
corporation who uses a fire 
hydrant without authority and not 
in accordance with the regulations 
adopted by water purveyors in 
Nassau County shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor.”

· First offense: $500.
· Each subsequent offense: $1,000.

The regulations are enforced 
by the Nassau County Office 
of Consumer Affairs.  Avoid 
misdemeanor fines. Obey the law 
and save water!

Put Yourself In Control of Your Irrigation
T

ATTENTION  
OBEY THE LAW 
AND AVOID FINES!
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RESULTS OF THE LAST ELECTION

On Tuesday, December 12 , 2017, voters re-elected Rich 
Ockovic as Albertson Water Commissioner. Rich’s new 
three-year term began on January 1, 2018 and will expire 
on December 31, 2020. Commissioner Ockovic is a lifelong 
Albertson resident and has served as Water Commissioner 
in successive terms since 2008. Rich has also served the 
Albertson community as a member and past Chief of the 
Albertson Fire Company for over 40 years. He is currently a 
trustee and Chairman of the Board of the Fire Company.

Commissioner  Ockovic


